THE 
SYNAGOGUES 
OF NEWARK 
Where we gathered and prayed, 
studied and celebrated 
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32 PRINCE STREET 246 SHEPHARD AVENUE 


das Israel and Mishnayes, which was the oldest Orthodox 

congregation in Essex County, could trace its roots to Chevra 

Shomrei Shabbos, located at 47 Bedford Street in 1882 in the 
Central Ward of the city. It then merged with Chevra Mishnayes of 11 
Jones Street in 1911 to form Adas Israel and Mishnayes. Other mergers 
were with Agudus Achim, Anshe Woloczsker Benevolent Society and 
Ahavath Jacob. 


RABBI ISRAEL TURNER, 
WHO WAS ORDAINED AT 
YESHIVA TORAH VODAATH 
SEMINARY IN BROOKLYN, 
WAS THE SPIRITUAL LEADER 


From 1911 to 1939 it was located 
at 32 Prince Street, win a 
synagogue originally built by 


Moshe Gentohoff, Samuel 
Vogoda, and Jacob Silverman. 
It also had outstanding choirs. 


FoR ApDAs IsRAEL AND 
MISHNAYES FOR 11 YEARS 
AT THE SHEPHARD AVENUE 
LOCATION. PREVIOUSLY, HE 
SERVED AS THE RABBI OF 
CONGREGATIONS IN 
WILMINGTON, PHILADELPHIA, 
CAMDEN, AND DETROIT. WHEN 
ADAS IsRAEL COMBINED WITH 
KNESSETH ISRAEL IT BECAME 
CONGREGATION ISRAEL. RABBI 
TURNER WAS APPOINTED AS THE 
SPIRITUAL LEADER FOR THE NEW 
SYNAGOGUE. 


Oheb Shalom. It then moved to 
a new building on 246 Shephard 
Avenue in 1941, where it 
remained until joining with 
Knesseth Israel from 882 Bergen 
Street in 1968 to become 
Congregation Israel. 


The synagogue was known as the 
“home of famous cantors” with 
cantors such as Berele Chagy, 


Zindel Levine was the rabbi in 
1923. Israel Turner served as 
rabbi from 1958 to 1969, the 
year of the merger. 


Its memorial plaques are located 
at Congregation Israel in 
Springfield. Today the Shephard 
Avenue building is used by the 
Philemon Missionary Baptist 
Church. 


112 CUSTER AVENUE 
1986) BER GENGSHREED 


The building at Custer and 
Peshine, owned by St. Charles 
Borromeo’s Catholic Church, 
was vacant. The new 
congregation negotiated for the 
purchase of the building and it was 
dedicated as a house of worship in 
1925. On its 5th anniversary, there was 
a ceremony representing the burning 
of the $15,000 mortgage. 


By 1930, the religious school had an 
enrollment of nearly 175 children. 
Rabbis at the synagogue were Nathan 
Halpern — 1939, Meyer Blumenfeld — 


RABBI MEYER BLUMENFELD 


1948, and Jacob Zakheim. CAME TO AGUDATH ISRAEL AS 
SPIRITUAL LEADER IN 1948. 
In 1967, the synagogue moved to 1036 HE WAS PREVIOUSLY THE 


RABBI AT AHAVATH ZION FOR 
SIX YEARS AND B’NAI JACOB. 


Bergen Street and then to 1125 Stuyvesant 
Avenue in Irvington. The Custer Avenue 
building was sold to a church. At the 
current time, it remains empty. Today 
Agudath Israel no longer exists. The 
Agudath Israel cemetery is located on 
McClellan Street in Newark. 


AGUDATH ISRAEL 
CEMETERY ON 
McCLELLAN STREET 
IN NEWARK 


Ahavas Sholom 


Ahavas Sholom (“love of peace”), sometimes referred to as the 
“Miracle on Broadway,” was founded in 1905 as an Orthodox 
congregation by Leopold and Ada Jacobson in the North Ward of the 
city, primarily an Italian enclave. For the most part, it served the 
Jewish grocers and merchants living and working in the area. 


In 1922-23, its edifice with a classical revival façade was constructed 
at 145 Broadway (once Belleville Avenue). The cost was $35,000. It 
opened for High Holy Day services in September 1923. 


As the “oldest remaining active synagogue in Newark,” Ahavas 
Sholom has the distinctive honor to represent the once glorious 
Jewish community in the city of Newark, dating back to the mid-19"™ 
century. 


In 2000, it became a Conservative egalitarian congregation 
“passionately committed to the pursuit of Tikun Olam (repair of the 
world) and Tzedakah (social justice).” The synagogue building has 
been named to the New Jersey and National Registers of Historic 
Places. The synagogue has the oldest Holy Ark (Aron Kodesh) in New 
Jersey. 


Teetering on closing in the decades after 1970, the synagogue 
experienced a “revival” in the early 1990’s and has been 
“rediscovered” by people who never realized that there was still an 
active synagogue in the city. 


The present congregation is diverse (Peruvian, Iranian, African- 
American, Brazilian, Russian, Ukrainian, Ashkenazi and Sephardic) 
and intergenerational - many coming from outside of Newark, 
including New York City. The synagogue is open for Shabbat 
services, major Jewish observances, and on Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur it has an overflowing house of congregants. 


The oldest remaining active synagogue in Newark 
145 Broadway (formerly Belleville Avenue) 


PLAN NEW TEMPLE 
OF AHAVAS SHOLEM 


| Congregation Decides To Erect 
$35,000 Structure On Belie- 
ville Avenue. 


The member of the Congregation 
Sholem held a meeting last night at 
|145 Belleville avenue, at which plans 
‘for the new synagogue to be built by 
the congregation during the coming 
year were ti 

A plot for the edifice that is con- 
template! already has been. purchase 
‘on Belleville Avenve near Gouveneur 
Street, 

It is estimated that the building 
will cost approximately $35,000 anil 
the buililing committee of the congre- 
gation now is actively engaged in 
raising sufficient funds so that build- 
ing operation can be gotten under 
way soon, 

Samuel M. Bass is chairman of the 
builkling committee, Davit Joseph, 
vice-chairman; William Bhrich, treas- 
urer, and Herman W. Brams, secre 
tary. Jacob Marsa, M. Tilbor, A. 
Bienstock and J. Forest compose the 
hoard of trustees. 


Benjamin Arons and his wife Ciel were 
the “saviors” that kept the synagogue 
doors open during the lean years in the Eric Freedman, President of the 
70's and 80’s when developers wanted to synagogue since 1997, helped 


The Holy Ark, Aron Kodesh, was built in 1873 for Anshe 


Chesed (renamed Beth El, later Rodef Sholom synagogue A i : purchase the building. Ben passed away spark the “revival” with his 

in NYC. It came to Ahavas Sholom in 1929. The Ark was The restored stained glass window overlooking =. aze 94 in 2000. Ciel, the matriarch of vision, dynamic energy and 
i front of the synagogue. ` 4 it 

divided into sections by congregation founder and Broadway at the the shul, passed away in 2013 at 103. commitment. 


cabinetmaker Leopold Jacobson, who transported it to 
Newark, reassembled it and trimmed it to fit the space 


The Jewish Museum of New Jersey, on the upper 
floor of the synagogue, was established in 2003 by 
synagogue President Eric Freedman and Joseph Selzer. 
Its current leadership includes Dr. Max Herman as 
President and Phil Yourish as Vice President. 


JMNJ 


‘The Jewish Muscum of New Jersey 


The rabbis at Ahavas Sholom included Leon Feldman, Samuel Landa, and 
pictured above: Martin Guttman, 1961-1986; and Arthur Vernon, 1996-2004; 
and Simon Rosenbach, 2010-present. 


The Museum is dedicated to the portrayal of the rich 
cultural heritage of New Jersey's Jewish people. Through 
its thematic exhibits and public education programs, it 
promotes a broader understanding and a mutual respect 
among people of all backgrounds. 


In 2000, Ahavas Shalom, an orthodox synagogue 
since its inception, joined The United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism. 


A congregation retreat in 1938 


Agrant from the New Jersey Historic Trust was used to restore 
the exterior of the synagogue building. The building is on the 
National and State Register of Historic Places. 


\ State of New Jersey 


Mareh 1, 2002 


Seats Congregation Abavas Sholom 
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One small 
section of 

the large 
Sisterhood 
Tapestry from 
the early 1950's, 
now hanging in 
the synagogue’s 
social hall. 


‘There's a spiritual € 
quality here that you Trs beena 
don’t find in the 
suburban temples, |¢7™y warm 
It’s very simple and atmosphere. 
the people are s 
extremely sincere.I |Jf you are a 
really love it.’ 
— Eileen Lurie -a pvas 
s > made to feel like 
This is the Miracle On | yoy’ been here 
Broadway, God keeps | for years.’ 
bringing people to us.” 
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Marshall Steinbaum, son of 
Rosemary and Rob Steinbaum, on his 
bar mitzvah day at the synagogue 


Mindy Krazmien and Daniel Miller have 
the first wedding at the synagogue in 50 years. 


Tomorrow, a Newark 
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The BenLewi family celebrates their son’s 
bris mila — the first at the synagogue in 13 years. 


Mai Ming Cornue-Hollander, the daughter of 
Ron Hollander and Virginia Cornue, pictured above would 
have her bat-mitzvah at the synagogue 10 years later. 


Celebrating the donation of a Torah from Temple Beth Ahm in Springfield 


Tikkun Olam, the "repair of the world" 


PLAYGROUNDS IN NEWARK 


In 2008 and once again in 2014, Congregation Ahavas Sholom sponsored the construction of two playgrounds, first at 
Newton Street School and then at Sussex Avenue School. Through the support of state and local partners, students at 
two elementary schools now have a safe and creative place to play in their neighborhoods. 


EDUCATION AND FRESH WATER IN UGANDA 


In 2015 Ahavas Sholom built a “sister synagogue relationship” 

with Namatumba Synagogue in Uganda and embarked on raising 

funds for the projects identified as critical to the community - access 

to freshwater in their community and more teachers to run their school. 


Last year, the synagogue focused on education. During Yom Kippur of 
2015 the congregation raised $10,080 for Namatumba to be able to hire 
12 school teachers for one year. This year, it will raise funds for 

one borehole in order to provide fresh water. 


RABBI M. EHRENKRANTZ 
Ahavath Israel to 
Mark 35th Year 


Congregation Ahavath Israel 
will mark its 3 sary 
with a concert Sunday at 7:30 
P.M. at the synagogue, and will 
pay tribute to Rabbi Mordecai 
Ehrenkrantz who has occupied 
the pulpit since the establishment 
of the synagogue. 

When organized, the congrega- 
tion worshipped in the upper 
floor of a two-story building at 
the corner of Lyons Ave. and 
Wainwright St! The’ present edi- 
fice was erected 32 years ago. 

A feature of the anniversary) 
celebration will be an address by} 
the son of Rabbi Ehrenkrantz,}| 
Rabbi Joseph H. Ehrenkrantz. A! 
native of Newark, Rabbi Joseph 
Ehrenkrantz was Bar Mitzvah in 
Ahavath Israel and worshipped 
there during his boyhood years. 
A graduate of Yeshiva Universi- 
ty, where he was ordained, he 
has served for the past 15 years 
as leader of Congregation Agu- 
dath Sholom, Stamford, Conn. 

Othet.. speakers will include 
Mayor Addonizio; Lewis Sheps, 
general chairman of the anniver- 
sary committee; and Samuel 
Gershon, president of the congre- 
gation for the past seven years. 
Other committee officers include 
Jack Kutakoff, Jacob Kaplan, 
Saul Grebelsky, Harold Diamond 
and David Stoloff. Also assisting 
in the plans are members of the 
Sictarhand and the Bible studv 
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RABBI MORDECAI EHRENKRANTZ 


SPIRITUAL LEADER OF | 


CONGREGATION AHAVATH ISRAEL 


245 WAINWRIGHT STREET NEWARK 12 NEW JERSEY 


stupy: 
WAVERLY 3-2587 WAVERLY 6-3 


AHAVATH ISRAEL 


THE 
SYNAGOGUES 
AWS 


406 LYONS AVENUE 
209 WAINWRIGHT STREET 
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RABBI EHRENKRANZ, KNOWN AS MAX TO HIS 
CONGREGANTS, SERVED AS THE SPIRITUAL 
LEADER OF THE CONGREGATION FOR NEARLY 45 
YEARS. ON A REGULAR BASIS, HE MADE VISITS 
TO ISRAEL TO CONFER WITH RELIGIOUS AND 
GOVERNMENT LEADERS AND COLLECTED ART 
AND RELIGIOUS ARTICLES WHICH HE EXHIBITED 
AT THE SYNAGOGUE. 


HE SERVED ON THE RABBINAL COUNCIL OF 
NORTH JERSEY, MINISTERS OF EssEX COUNTY, 
AND KNESETH HARABONIM, AN ORTHODOX 
RABBINICAL GROUP. 


RABBI EHRENKRANZ WAS HONORED WITH A 
TESTIMONIAL DINNER BY THE RELIGIOUS 
ZIONISTS OF THE STATE OF NEw JERSEY. HE 
WAS MARRIED TO LEAH TIECHOLTZ 
EHRENKRANZ AND THEY HAD THREE SONS. HE 
PASSED AWAY IN 1971 AT AGE 74. HE wAs 
BURIED IN JERUSALEM. 
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havath Israel, known to most as 
“Wainwright Street Shul,” was founded 
in 1928 as an orthodox congregation in the 


upper Weequahic area of Newark by Rabbi Mordecai 
Ehrenkranz and other congregants. The synagogue 
building was constructed in 1931. 


According to the rabbi’s grandson, Dr. Howard Ehrenkranz, “my grandfather came to the 
United States from Skalat, Poland on January 3, 1923 with his wife Lena and two year 
old son William (my father). He became the first and only rabbi that the congregation 
ever had, living down the street from the synagogue at 245 Wainwright Street. As I 
understood, my father was the first young man to become a bar mitzvah there.” 


The synagogue closed in 1968 and was sold to the Union Chapel Church, 
which still owns the building today. On the outside of the building, Hebrew 
symbols are still visible. 


In 1953, when one of its founders, Joseph Braff, passed away, the “Ner 
Tamid (Eternal Light)’ was dedicated in his memory. When the synagogue 
closed, the “Light” was given to his son Hal. In 2010, Hal organized a special 
joint service with the minister of the church to return the “light” to the 
building in a prominent place in the lobby. 


It was a unique gathering, representing congregants from the church, the 


families of Rabbi Ehrenkranz and Joseph Braff, 
ee 


and members of the Jewish community, 
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EXTERIOR OF 
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The structure was built on an irregular plot, in 
the Classical Revival style, of brick and composite 
granite with terra cotta facing above the cornice 
line. Four columns supported the main entrance 
portico. The first floor auditorium seated 1,500 
men, a horseshoe gallery for women seated half 


JS NSn that number, an assembly room in the basement 
RMAN Ee 
nsv as 


; accommodated 500 people, and a kitchen and 
“sins As bis cloakroom was used for social gatherings. At the 
© KLEINMAN- time, it was considered to be the one of the 
largest Orthodox synagogues in Essex County. 


„aoa Its rabbis included Max Radin, Meyer Blumenfeld 
on 79 73 1T and Sholom B. Gordon. In 1967, the congregation 
M moved to a new building at 421 Boyden Avenue 

in Maplewood, where it still active today. 


SHOLOM B. GORDON 
SERVED AS SPIRITUAL 
LEADER OF AHAVATH ZION 
FOR 21 YEARS, FROM 


1946 To 1967. 
| HE WAS ALSO 
THE CHAPLAIN 
AT BETH ISRAEL 
HOSPITAL AND 
St. BARNABAS 
MEDICAL 
CENTER. SENT 
TO NEWARK IN 1942 By 
RABBI YOSEF YITZCHAK 
SCHNEERSOHN, HE 
FOUNDED YESHIVA ACHEI 
TEMIMIM IN NEWARK. 


HE WAS ONE OF THE 
FOUNDING FATHERS OF THE 
RABBINICAL COLLEGE OF 
AMERICA IN 
MORRISTOWN, WHERE HE 
SERVED ON THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES SINCE 1956. HE 
WAS MARRIED TO MIRIAM 
SIMPSON GORDON AND 
THEY HAD SEVEN 
CHILDREN. IN 2001, HE 
PASSED AWAY AT AGE 79. 


CONGREGATION AHAVATH ZION ON 
BOYDEN AVENUE IN MAPLEWOOD 
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Achim B'nai 
Jacob involves 
the amalgamation of 
a number of early 
Newark synagogues. 
It dates back to 1886 
when it was established 
in Newark’s Central Ward 
for Polish immigrants and 
known as Ahawas Achim 
Anshe Warshau. The 
congregation grew and 
prospered. By 1900, it 
built a synagogue with 
a mikveh on the corner 
of Prince and Court 
streets. 


In 1927, Tzemach Tzedek built a 
synagogue at 391 Avon Avenue, but 
encountered financial difficulties 
resulting in a merger with Anshe 
Lemberg B'nai Jacob from Barclay 
Street. The combined congregation 
became Congregation B'nai Jacob. Prior 
to World War II, Ahawas Achim Anshe 
Warshau joined Congregation B’nai 
Jacob to become Ahawas Achim B'nai 
Jacob. 


In 1936, Rabbi Hershel Cohen was hired 
as the chazzan and in 1939 became the 
rabbi for the congregation. He held this 
position for 28 years, until the closing 
of the Newark synagogue. 


In 1966, with a declining Jewish 
population in the Weequahic and 
Clinton Hill sections of the city, Ahawas 
Achim B'nai Jacob joined Congregation 
B'nai David in West Orange to become 
Ahawas Achim B'nai Jacob and David. 
Leaders in the merger from the Avon 
Avenue shul were Morris Ravin and 
Arnold Blum. 


The shul building on Avon Avenue was 
sold. It is now the New Born Baptist 
Church. Hebrew symbols can still be 
seen on the exterior of the building. 
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B’NAI JACOB 


AHAWAS ACHIM ANSHE WARSHAU, 
il ZENA Cla TZEDER 


ANSHE LEMBERG B'NAI JACOB, 
CONG. B'NAI JACOB 


RABBI HERSHEL COHEN WHO WAS BORN IN 
BYELORUSSIA, WAS DESCENDED FROM A LONG LINE OI 
ORTHODOX RABBIS. HE STUDIED IN LITHUANIA AND 
GRADUATED FROM THEIR LARGEST YESHIVA. WHEN HE 
CAME TO NEWARK IN 1923, HE WAS THE RABBI AND 
CANTOR FOR B’NAI ISRAEL IN IRVINGTON AND THEN 
CANTOR FOR THE PRESTIGIOUS Brisk D’LITA 
CONGREGATION IN NEWARK. 


RABBI COHEN WAS ALSO TRAINED AS A MOHEI 

AND PERFORMED MORE THAN 10,000 BRITOT 

(CIRCUMCISIONS) AND IN SEVERAL CASES WAS THE 

MOHEL FOR THREE GENERATIONS OF MALES WITHIN 

Sp) THE SAME FAMILY. IN ADDITION, HE OFFICIATED AT 

omen APPROXIMATELY 4,000 weEpDINGS. HE WAS ALSO 
THE FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR OF THE JEWISH RADIO STATION WNJ. 


WHEN HE RETIRED FROM AHAWAS ACHIM B’NAI JACOB IN 1966, HE WAS HONORED FOR 
A HALF-CENTURY OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO HIS SYNAGOGUE. AFTER THE SYNAGOGUE MOVED 
TO WEST ORANGE, HE BECAME RABBI EMERITUS OF THE NEW CONGREGATION. 


RABBI COHEN WAS MARRIED TO SHIFRA COHEN. THEY HAD TWO DAUGHTERS, ZIPPORAH 
LISTOKIN OF BROOKLYN AND MARCIA SOLOMON OF TEANECK, N.J.; A SON, JOEL, OF 
LIVINGSTON; 13 GRANDCHILDREN AND 28 GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN. HE PASSED AWAY AT 


AGE 89 IN 1989. INTERIOR OF 391 Avon AVENUE 
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DEDICATION PARADE FOR NEW SYNAGOGUE BUILDING 
IN WEST ORANGE LED BY RABBI HERSHEL COHEN 


COLLECTION OF 
BRIEF EULOGIES FOR 
USE BY RABBIS. 
ALSO INCLUDED ARE 
ADDRESSES FOR AN 
UNVEILING, TORAH 


LEADERS OF THE MERGER FROM B’NAI JACOB 

OF NEWARK AND B’NAI DAvip OF WEST ORANGE 
RECORD OF RABBI + E |: ao | Ps 
COHEN’S WORK 
AS A MOHEL 


DISCOURSES FOR 
SHIVA SERVICES, 
“SERMONIC SPARKS” 
ARRANGED BY SIDROT, 
AND A COLLECTION OF 
SERMON OUTLINES. 


MEMORIAL PLAQUES FROM 
AHAWAS ACHIM B’NAI JACOB IN 
NEWARK WHICH ARE NOW 
LOCATED TODAY AT AHAWAS 
ACHIM B’NAI JACOB AND DAVID 
IN WEST ORANGE 


AHAWAS ACHIM B’NAI JACOB CEMETERY HEBREW SYMBOLS ON 


EXTERIOR OF BUILDING 


GATE ON GROVE STREET IN NEWARK 
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DOORS OF 
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THE SANCTUARY 
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THE 
SYNAGOGUES 
OF NEWARK 
Where we gathered and prayed, 


ANSHE RUSSIA 


ANE ISRAEL EIN JACOB, BETH HAMEDRASH HAGADOL, 
ISSERMAN SYNAGOGUE 


HEL OPP tee Sal Tse ale 
224 WEST KINNEY STREET 
O02 BERGEN STREET 


nshe Russia (People of Russia) 

was founded by refugees from 

ussia in 1885. It became the 

largest Orthodox congregation in the 
city. From its founding to 1900, it held 
< services at a few different buildings on 


= Prince Street and purchased a cemetery 
= à on Grove Street. 
s == In 1901, it moved to a large new building on West 
— Kinney Street designed by Newark-born architect, 
= - Nathan Myers. The main sanctuary seated 1,100 people. 
E == The basement, which was used for daily services, seated 
a 600. In 1910, the synagogue had a membership of 200 
HN 


people. The building was fully used, seven days a week, 
from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m., with worship services conducted 
i.” three times a day. 


Hyman Brodsky served as rabbi from 1899 to 1923, a 
- period of 24 years, followed by Joseph Konvitz for the 
~ next 13 years. 


224 West KINNEY STREET 


In 1945, Anshe Russia closed it West Kinney building 
and moved to 882 Bergen Street. The former was sold to 
the Abyssinian Baptist Church. Then in 1949, it merged 
with Anshe Israel Ein Jacob (founded 1884 on Mercer 
Street) to form Knesseth Israel at the Bergen Street 
address. It also appears that Anshe Israel Ein Jacob had 
previously merged with Beth Hamedrash Hagadol and 
Isserman Synagogue. 


RABBI HYMAN BRODSKY, BORN IN BIALYSTOK, 
POLAND, STUDIED THEOLOGY AT THE FAMOUS 
YESHIVA OF VALODGNA. HE CAME TO NEW 
YORK WHERE HE BECAME THE RABBI FOR THE 
TALMUD TORAH SCHOOL AND FOUNDED THE 
HEBREW SHELTERING SOCIETY. 


HE LATER WENT TO PHILADELPHIA AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY TOURED 35 STATES TO OBTAIN 
MATERIALS FOR BOOKS WHICH HE PUBLISHED 
IN HEBREW, LATER TRANSLATED INTO 
ENGLISH. 


In NEWARK, HE ESTABLISHED A HEBREW FREE 
LOAN ASSOCIATION WHICH PROVIDED LOANS 
WITHOUT INTEREST AND EASY REPAYMENT 
ANSHE RUSSIA CEMETERY ON TERMS TO INDIGENT PERSONS. HE WAS ALSO A PART OF THE GROUP 

GROVE STREET IN NEWARK RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FOUNDING OF THE BETH ISRAEL HOSPITAL. 


THE 
SYNAGOGUES 


OF NEWARK 
Where we gathered and prayed, 
studied and.celebrated 
JULIUS,SILBERFELD)BECAME THE RABBI 
oF TEMPLE B’NAT ABRAHAM IN 1902 ) 
AND REMAINED FOR 37 YEARS. 
RETAINING THE ORTHODOX RITUAL 
WHICH HAD BEEN FOLLOWED FROM 
1853, HE EDITED A NEW PRAYERBOOK 


ADDING ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS. IN 


Gi ae THE SECOND OLDEST SYNAGOGUE IN NEWARK 
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n 1853, a small group of Jewish émigrés from Poland B’vat ABRAHAM AT 612 CLINTON 


AVENUE WAS NOT ONLY “ONE OF 


decided to form their own congregation that followed ee Lane Her BOT AIO OND 


THE MOST MAGNIFICENT HOUSES 


Eastern European ritual rather than the German liberal —& worsnır IN THE exTIRE 


COUNTRY.” NEWARK~BORN 
NATHAN MYERS WAS THE 


approach of Newark’s Temple B’nai Jeshurun. This budding ees 
congregation met in the home of Abraham Newman, a founder and a 


member of B’nai Jeshurun, until a hall could be moos at 107 Market Street. 
: Eg Pi Er sy LZ 


By 1855 they acquired land for a cemetery and were incorporated n 
under New Jersey law as “Congregation of the Sons of Abraham - 
B'nai Abraham,” in honor of benefactor Abraham Newman and in 
recognition of Biblical tradition’s first Jew. 


in a vis St, yewan AJ aa a Gem From 1861 to 1896, the congregation worshipped at a number of 
aes wt <a he pncmmuag a Wd Pees ced | different places in the Downtown area. The cornerstone of a new 
TEMPLE B’NAI ABRAHAM AT 487 HICH STREET synagogue, with a seating capacity of 900, at High Street and 13th 
> 18301924. Avenue was set in 1897. 


In 1924, the congregants raised the huge sum of $1,250,000 to 
— build their last Newark home, the glorious edifice at 
a ON vs FE Clinton and Shanley Avenues with a seating capacity 
of 2,000 and a shrine platform 42 feet wide. 
Constructed in a Greek Classical style of architecture, 
the building exterior was brick and terra cotta. In the 
sanctuary, the middle of the dome had a large Star of 
David. The Social Center building had an assembly 
JOACHIM PRINZ hall, gymnasium, swimming pool, and a kitchen 

I SHALL NOT BE SILENT equipped for serving more than 700 people at one 


ALAN MoscowlTz HAD HIS 
FIRST BAR-MITZVAH AT 
B’NAI ABRAHAM ON MARCH 
14, 1942. ON THE 70TH 

H ANNIVERSARY OF THAT 
OCCASION, HE DID IT AGAIN 
ON Marcu 3, 2012 at 
B’NAI ABRAHAM IN 
LIVINGSTON. 


Dr. 
JOACHIM 


PRINZ AND 

THE REV. Dr. JOACHIM PRINZ, FORMERLY THE RABBI time, and library. 90th Anniversary Program 

Dr. Martin OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IN BERLIN FOR are 

LUTHER 11 YEARS, WAS FORCED OUT OF GERMANY For much of the 20th Century, Temple snes BDAY Sr Novae 19,199 :00P Me 
FOR HIS ANTI-NAZI ACTIVISM. HE CAME TO ? A Sir i heien dl a ln, Maie Dirata: 


KING 


“Ela” FN, er A e . . e wire Ma. Sawn, Kuan 
THE UNITED STATES AND IN 1939 BECAME B’nai Abraham identified itself as a traditional „pesan ma" 
THE RABBI OF TEMPLE B’NAI ABRAHAM — . . . ra Ns oa a 
poo Cm Haare 
THE BEGINNING OF A PRESTIGIOUS AND progressive congregation, independent of the ap ait 
c ‘Te Concnacaon or Foucanow 
SOMETIMES CONTROVERSIAL PULPIT. are 
organized synagogue movements. ATs 
At B’NAI ABRAHAM, DR. PRINZ MODERNIZED SYNAGOGUE RITUAL AND Se ee sec ohe ee 
INTRODUCED HIS OWN PRAYER BOOK. ACCORDING TO HIS BIO, “HE BROUGHT In 1973, Temple B’nai Abraham left Newark eee ie 2 m 
“Ninety Years— Teman B'war Annanam” Ae 
ABOUT A DRAMATIC CHANGE. ABRAHAM SHAPIRO, WHOSE CARUSO-LIKE VOICE : o The sdent THE “ss Urenstein's 
Mi Sesion A. Gravis ano Dx. Joncram Pre o J ns 
MADE HIM ONE THE GREAT CANTORS OF THE 20TH CENTURY HAD BEEN HIRED after 120 years and built a new synagogue ın Kishi Ue acd ae aa ee ac Sc WEDDING OF Marriage ds Held 
THE YEAR BEFORE ap THE COMPOSER Max HELEMAN WAS Aon ON AS Livingston. The Clinton Avenue Building was r eee ARRIETTE 
MUSIC DIRECTOR. SHAPIRO’S POWERFUL TENOR GIVING VOICE TO HELFMAN’S Dance and Bt nce he waif he Bai Abba Yoh O) p p N orp 
; z ete Dogs de Gods Arora Fl RENSTEIN 
ORIGINAL MUSIC COUPLED WITH PRINZ’ MEMORABLE SERMONS — DELIVERED sold to the Delliverance E???? missing copy Refesbmets wil be sered bythe Wome Aliny. Ree 
WITHOUT NOTES — DRAMATICALLY ALTERED THE TONE OF THE SERVICES. A Annual Meeting eee 
” ‘Suxpay, Novemses 21, 1943 — 10:30 A. M. MATTHEW 
THOUSAND PEOPLE MIGHT ATTEND ON AN ORDINARY FRIDAY NIGHT. UNAS 


ON A NATIONAL LEVEL, HE BECAME PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH AT B’NAI 


CONGRESS AND ALTHOUGH A ZIONIST LEADER ALSO ADVOCATED FOR THE END JOHN GOLDEN’S ABRAHAM 
OF THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT. IN 1945, HE SERVED AS CHAIRMAN OF THE GRADUATING IN 1942 : 
UNITED JEWISH APPEAL CAMPAIGN. HEBREW CLASS 

HE WAS A STRONG CIVIL RIGHTS ADVOCATE AND INVITED THE Rev. DR. IN 1958 AT 

MARTIN LUTHER KING TO ADDRESS THE CONGREGATION. IN 1963, HE B'NA1 


PRECEDED DR. KING AS A SPEAKER AT THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON. HE ABRAHAM 
WAS THE AUTHOR OF NUMEROUS BOOKS INCLUDING THE DILEMMA OF THE 


Movern JEW 1N 1962. 


HE SERVED TEMPLE B’NAI ABRAHAM AS ITS SPIRITUAL LEADER FOR 38 YEARS, 
RETIRING IN 1977 As RABBI EMERITUS. HE WAS MARRIED TO LUCIE 
HOROVITZ (WHO PASSED AWAY IN GERMANY) AND HILDE GOLDSCHMIDT. 

HE HAD FOUR CHILDREN, LUCIE, MICHAEL, JONATHAN, AND DEBORAH AND 
ADOPTED A COUSIN, JO SEELMANN, WHO HAD LOST HER PARENTS IN THE WAR. 
DR. PRINZ DIED ON SEPTEMBER 30, 1988. 


THE STAR OF DAVID IN THE THE SANCTUARY 
DOME AT-CLË /ENUE AT CLINTON AVENUE 
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TEMPLE B’NAI JESHURUN AT 
783 HicH StrEET— 1915 To 1968 


TEMPLE 
B'NAI JESHURUN 


THE OLDEST SYNAGOGUE TNUNEWARK 


THE SANCTUARY AT THE 


HIGH STREET SYNAGOGUE 


hen B'nai Jeshurun incorporated in 1848, it was the first 

synagogue in Newark and the second in New Jersey (another 

group in Paterson having incorporated in 1847 with the same 
name). The name B'nai Jeshurun means “Children of the Upright.” For its 
first ten years the growing congregation went from rented space to rented 
space. Education was extremely important to the members of B’nai Jeshurun. 
In 1863 B'nai Jeshurun founded its own Jewish day school. 


By the Civil War, B’nai Jeshurun the architect. Again, the Reform 


characteristics of the congregation 


In 1952 the synagogue opened a 


THE DOME IN THE SANCTUARY 


was large enough, and its members 
affluent enough, to build yet another 
synagogue, this one to be a work of 
great architecture. The Moorish-style 
1868 synagogue had a copper dome 
and two flanking towers. 


were reflected in its architecture. The 
sanctuary faced west, so worshippers 
had their backs to Jerusalem. There 
was an organ, stained glass, and no 
separation between men and women. 


satellite location in South Orange. 
In the early 1960s, B’nai Jeshurun 
bought land in Short Hills for a new 
synagogue. The corner stone was 
laid in 1966. By 1968, it moved the 
honorary plaques, its Eternal Flame, 


ON HIGH STRE 


With Newark’s Jewish population 
soaring, B’nai Jeshurun needed to 


move once again in 1910. This time a 
site was chosen on then-wealthy High 
Street, near the center of Newark’s 


B’NAI JESHURUN AT 224 WASHINGTON 


STREET, 1868 To 1915 


4 
RABBI JOSEPH 


LEUCHT, WHO 
FOLLOWED 
IsAAC 


THE FIRST 
RABBI, LED 
THE 

CONGREGATION 
FOR 33 YEARS, 

FROM 1868 


to 1901. 
UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP, THE LITURGY AND 
RITUAL WAS RADICALLY TRANSFORMED. 
TALLIT (PRAYER SHAWLS) AND YAMULKES 


WERE BANNED, WOMEN AND MEN WERE 
ALLOWED TO SIT TOGETHER, AND THE 
OBSERVANCE OF THE SECOND DAY OF 
FESTIVALS WAS DONE AWAY WITH. 


RABBI LEUCHT BEGAN TO PREACH IN 
ENGLISH. SPIRITUAL LEADERS USED THE 
TITLE “REVEREND.” IN 1881, B’NAI 
JESHURUN BECAME THE FIRST SYNAGOGUE 
IN NEw JERSEY TO AFFILIATE WITH 

THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 


Jewish community. Albert S. Gottlieb, 
from New York City, was selected as 


4 


RABBI 

| SOLOMON 
FOSTER 
SERVED 
Íi FROM 
Al 1902 r 
lla 

Hi 1945, A 
PERIOD OF 
43 YEARS. 
HE FOUNDED 
THE NEW 


The synagogue had a grand sanctuary, 
a library, a secondary auditorium with 
a stage, and religious school space. The 
main sanctuary had a 100 foot dome 
covered with specially made acoustic 
Gaustovino tiles. The area behind the 
marble Torah Ark was gilded, as were 
some of the many menorahs. 


A 


RABBI ELY PILCHIK 
SERVED AS 
SPIRITUAL LEADER 
OF TEMPLE B’NAI 
JESHURUN FOR 
34 YEARS, FROM 
1947 to 1981, 
WHEN 
AS SENIOR 


HE RETIRED 
RABBI. 


RABBI PILCHIK WAS 


A FORMER PRESIDENT 
JERSEY NORMAL 3 
E OF THE CENTRAI 
SCHOOL FOR JEWISH TEACHERS, z 7 eas F ‘ 
CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS, THE 
AND ORGANIZED THE RABBINICAL Jewisn Book COUNCIL OF AMERICA AND 
JISH DOOK OUNC C E ERICA M 
ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY, THE Se Nuw Terre Babee ee The Plaut Brothers, 
; j 7 JERSEY BOARD C ABBIS. +5 Gi 

Women’s ASSOCIATION OF THE Louis, Simon and 


TEMPLE, AND THE TEMPLE 
BROTHERHOOD. 


HE WAS ALSO ONE OF THE ORGANIZERS 
FOR NEWARK UNIVERSITY AND WAS 

A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS FOR THE NEWARK MUSEUM, 
THE BUREAU OF SOCIAL SERVICE, 

AND THE NEWARK CHAPTER OF THE 
AMERICAN Rep Cross. HE was 


OUTSIDE 


AMONG HIS WRITINGS WERE “HILLEL: 

THE Book AGAINST THE Sworp” (1951), 
P FROM THE BEGINNING” (1954), “JUDAISM 
THE Hoty Lanp” (1964), 
“TOUCHES OF EINSTEIN” (1987) AND 
“PRAYER IN History” (1989). 

RABBI PILCHYK PASSED AWAY AT AGE 89 


IN 2003. HE WAS MARRIED TO HARRIET 
PERLMUTTER-PILCHIK. HE HAD TWO 


Moses, owned the first 
department store in 
Newark and were 
associated with many 
Jewish causes, among 
them the Jewish 
Children’s Home, 
Plaut Memorial Hebrew 
Free School, United 
Hebrew Charities, the 
YM-YWHA on High 
Street, and Temple 


and its Torahs to Short Hills and 

the synagogue was dedicated. After 
120 years, B’nai Jeshurun left Newark. 
The High Street building was sold to 
The Hopewell Baptist Church, where 
they continue to hold worship 
services today. 


A PROLIFIC WRITER OF JEWIS 
CONGREGATIONS, AKA, THE 


H 


TEXTBOOKS AND ARTICLES FOR 


DAUGHTERS, 
GRANDCHILDREN. HIS FIRST WIFE, RUTH 


THREE STEPCHILDREN, AND FOUR 


B'nai Jeshurun, where 
Simon Plaut was a 


The early 20th century was 
the golden age of Newark Jewry. 


B'nai Jeshurun members included some of Newark’s leading Jewish 
citizens, such as the Plaut brothers, Louis Bamberger, Felix Fuld, 


and Caroline Bamberger Fuld. 


LINDA B. FORBOSH 


Felix Fuld, Louis 
Bamberger’s brother-in- 
law and business partner 
for 37 years, was chairman 
of the Jewish Welfare 
Board of the State of 
New Jersey, one of the 
founders of the New 
Jersey State Federation 
of YM-YWHAs, and 
treasurer of the campaign 
which raised $500,000 
for the establishment of 
the Newark YM-YWHA. 
He also provided support 
for Newark Beth Israel 


Louis Bamberger, the 
owner of Bamberger’s 
Department store in 
Newark, provided 
financial support for 
the Newark Museum, 
the Newark Public 
Library, the Newark 
YM-YWHA on High 
Street, and Newark 
Beth Israel Hospital. 
He is noted for 
co-founding (with 
his sister Caroline 
Bamberger Fuld) the 
Institute for Advanced 


THE CORNERSTONE 


ON HIGH STREET 


Carolyn Bamberger 
Fuld was married to 
Felix Fuld. She 
contributed to Jewish 
charities, including 
Newark Beth Israel 
Hospital, the Jewish 
Relief Committee, and 
Hadassah. In 1931, she 
was elected national 
director of the National 
Council of Jewish 
Women. She also 
introduced the now 
famous cherry trees to 
Branch Brook Park. 


REFORM MOVEMENT. 


STUDENT GROUPS AND HE SPEAKS ScCHUCHAT PILCHIK, DIED IN 1977. 


10 LANGUAGES. 


trustee. Study in Princeton, 


New Jersey. 


Hospital and the Newark 
Community Chest. 


i, 


Temple B'nai Jeahunun 


Presidents of the Congregation Since 1848 


Mr. linac 5. Comat 148851 Ma. Beras Bena 13841887 
iin 1851855 Ma. Journ Isenern 1887 1808 

Mp. B. Hausen 1855-1859 Ma. Mein Newman 18931695 17 
Mx Meeri Faomuce ...,.1899186 Ma. Joesnt Gorra 1951905 
, Me Maai Saad ocev iIBES 8S Ma, Lamm Larsen roost 

= 

RRA 7a 192 9 TH BOARD OF TRUSTEES Me a MAN. 1864-189) Ma. Pau Lixpeman 191-912 = 
Ma, Soa Sa 1861871 Ma. Joem Gorre 19121917 

RABBI SOLOMON FOSTER IN THE EARLY 1960s. Me. BennaroŠesaom. i5: S8713876. | Ma. Pau Lavon 191707 
From L-R: SEATED Ma. Moses Srnaus 18761880 Ma. Natuawim Kina 1927-1000 


MEYER, SCHLESINGER, LIPPMAN, AND 


Mx. Meise Newman 1880-18841" Mu. Pratar Linowean 


TRIER FAMI FS tN 1885 — J.H. CouEn, Mna. Jacon L. Newman... 1.. -1982 — = ria 
ae Pe]. z RICHARD ia 
| RELIGIOUS KALTENBACHER, 


i 2 =f Rabbis, Assistants and Contors of the Temple 
f SCHOOL GROUP Lewis NEWMAN, 


i Rav: Imac hiawn IBIBO Rano Jour Leven 1868-1920 
| Max NEUBERGER. Rev, W. H. Scueanore......18491850 Rev. Sox SonLAcen 18951900 
Stanpine Loom Rev, Bunama LASOLKS2 Rev. laanone Weneroce.. 19001901 
Rev, Zacuamas Boan. -<:.-1831893 Ream Junin Snamemp. 19011902 
GROTTA, GUSTAVE vassassa 19071914 
Jay, Davip MARKS, Re mwan 18541860 Raum Joma Fraspaaw. 1929933 

ANAA Rev, Seimo Kaurian... 1801865 Ranni Soronon Forme... 190 A 

av. Davi 8, Seuinaan. M, Rav Mausice Coati adp 


RACHLIN. 


CONGREGATION 
B NAI ZION 


THIS BUILDING AT 545 West MARKET STREET WAS 
ORIGINALLY BUILT IN THE 1870s. WHEN IT WAS CONVERTED 
TO A SYNAGOGUE IN 1929; THE BUILDING INCLUDED A 
MIKVEH*AND AN*ADJACENT®RESIDENCE FOR THE RABBI AND 
HIS FAMILY. LATER, A NEW FACADE WAS ADDED. IN 1967, 
THE STATE ACQUIRED) THIS PROPERTY, DEMOLISHED THE 


THE 
SYNAGOGUES 


OF NEWARK 
Where we gathered andprayed, 
studied and.celebrated 


THE SYNAGOGUE AT 215 CHANCELLOR. AVENUE, ALSO 
INCLUDED A MIKVAH AND ADJACENT RESIDENCE FOR THE 
RABBI. THE CONGREGATION INCLUDED 250 FAMILIES. ITS 
ACTIVITIES INCLUDED DAILY, SABBATH AND HOLIDAY 


WORSHIP; YOUTH PROGRAMS; A SISTERHOOD; AND VARIOUS 
CHARITABLE PROJECTS: 
tos 


BUILDING, FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF I-280. 


i i s $ 
EEr 
= 


B’NAI ZION GATE AT CEMETERY ON GROVE STREET IN NEWARK 


‘nai Zion was founded as an Orthodox 

congregation in 1916. Its initial Hebrew 

School opened at was at 594 Orange Street. 
B'nai Zion was the first synagogue synagogue in 
the Roseville section of Newark. In 1929, the 
congregation purchased a building at 545 West 


Market Street and moved there. 


In 1967, the congregation purchased the building of the former 
synagogue Torah Hassidic Center, led by Rabbi Abraham Leifer, 
located at 215 Chancellor Avenue in the Weequahic section. 


Rabbis at this synagogue included Charles Rubel, 
Alex Wiesel, Aaron Miller, L. Joshua Weiner, 
Aaron Richmond and Oscar Kline. 


In 1977, B’nai Zion was the only remaining synagogue 
in Weequahic. It was decided to move to Maplewood 
and join with the Beth Ephraim synagogue. The Newark 
building was sold to First Timothy Baptist Church. 


THE SYNAGOGUE AT 
215 CHANCELLOR 
AVENUE ALSO 
INCLUDED A MIKVAH 
AND ADJACENT 
RESIDENCE FOR THE 
RABBI. THE 
CONGREGATION 
INCLUDED 250 
FAMILIES. ITS 
ACTIVITIES 
INCLUDED DAILY, 
SABBATH AND 
HOLIDAY WORSHIP; 
YOUTH PROGRAMS; A 
SISTERHOOD; AND 
VARIOUS CHARITABLE 
PROJECTS. 


A B’NAI ZION MEMORIAL STONE FROM RAIKEN EPSTEIN 
MEMORIALS IN KENILWORTH. SANFORD EPSTEIN, ITS LATE 
OWNER, WAS A LONGTIME MEMBER OF THE SYNAGOGUE 


RABBI OSCAR KLINE, WHO CAME TO B’NAI ZION IN 
1947, SERVED 30 YEARS AS THEIR SPIRITUAL LEADER 
AT TWO LOCATIONS IN NEWARK. 


HE WAS ALSO A MOYEL AT MANY LOCAL BRIS’ AND 
SERVED AS THE SENIOR CHAPLAIN AT MARTLAND 
MEDICAL CENTER (LATER CMDNJ). HE WAS MARRIED 
TO CHARLOTTE SILBER AND THEY HAD FIVE CHILDREN. 


RABBI KLEIN PASSED AWAY IN 1997 AT AGE 75. 
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B’NAI ZION YAHRZEIT NOTICE 


IN THE LATE 60S, UNDER THE 
LEADERSHIP OF RABBI OSCAR 
KLINE, B’NAI ZION SPONSORED 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF TWO 
MODERATE INCOME APARTMENT 
BUILDINGS — ZION TOWERS AT 
515 ELIZABETH AVENUE 
PICTURED ABOVE AND SHALOM 
Towers AT 75 CLINTON 
AVENUE. 


KEHILATH ISRAEL ON CHANCELLOR AVENUE. ACCORDING TO NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 
IN THE NEWARK EVENING NEWS IN SEPTEMBER 1960, THE NEW SYNAGOGUE WAS 
“A CONTEMPORARY STYLE BUILDING WITH AN EXPANDED SEATING CAPACITY OF 870 


AND SOCIAL CENTER FOR YOUTH ACTIVITIES. THE ADJACENT SPLIT-LEVEL UNIT WILL 
HOUSE THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL.” 
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BRISK DITTO BETH JOSEP TEV TOVeRRISK BEtm OSE Pr 


Brisk BETH JOSEPH 
Lev Tov/KEHILATH 
ISRAEL ON THE CORNER 
OF OSBORNE TERRACE 
AND HAWTHORNE 
AVENUE. BECAME THE 
ZION HILL BAPTIST 
CHURCH. 
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242 PRINCE STREET 
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ehilath Israel was founded as Brisk D’Lita on 

242 Prince Street in 1893. In 1944, it moved 

to a former church building at the corner of 
Osborne Terrace and Hawthorne Avenue. Shortly 
thereafter, it merged with Beth Joseph Lev Tov (also the 
result of a prior merger) to become Brisk Beth Joseph 
Lev Tov. In 1957, it merged again with Tifereth Israel 


(Anshe Oestreich Ungarn) from 269 Belmont Avenue 
to become Kehilath Israel. 


Spiritual leaders of the 
congregation included 
Jacob Mendelson, Hershel 
Cohen andLouis Weller. 


In 1960, Kehilath Israel 
sold its building to Zion 
Hill Baptist Church, and 
built a new edifice at 100 
Chancellor Avenue for 
one-half million dollars. 
Rabbi Weller continued 
as spiritual leader until 
he passed away in 1968. 
During this time, it 

was joined by B'nai Israel 
from 608 Belmont Avenue. 
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HARRY WASSERMAN 


REV. MORRIS FECHER 


RABBI Lours WELLER SERVED AS 
THE CONGREGATION’S RABBI 

FOR 18 YEARS ON AT 

BOTH THE OSBORNE TERRACE AND 
CHANCELLOR AVENUE SITES. 
PREVIOUSLY, HE WAS THE RABBI FOR 
AHAVAS ISRAEL EIN JACOB. 


After Rabbi Weller’s 
passing, Young Israel, which 
had sold its building on 
Weequahic Avenue, leased 
space from Kehilath Israel. 
Within a couple of years, 
Kehilath Israel closed down 
and sold the building to the 
Good Neighbor Baptist 
Church. 


When Kehilath Israel 
closed, it gave most of its 
assets to Israel to establish 
a synagogue and Yeshiva 
Har Etzion, as well as 
donating 38 Torah scrolls. 
Its memorial plaques 
reside in the Yeshiva. 


SAM STEIN SERVED AS PRESIDENT 
OF BOTH Brisk BETH JOSEPH LEV 
Tov AND KEHILATH ISRAEL FOR 35 
YEARS AT TWO LOCATIONS. 


Site Sought 
For Newark 


4 
Synagogue 
Kehillath Israel Congre- 
gation announce is wee 
That it has sold its synagogue 
at the corner of Osborne Ter. 


and Hawthorne Ave., to the 
Zion Hill Baptist Church, 


In 1978, the remaining 
congregation joined 
Congregation Ahawas 
Achim B'nai Jacob and 
David in West Orange, 
which assumed 
responsibility for the 
seven cemeteries owned 


JACK M. WALDOR 


prior merger between Beth Jo- 
seph, which had been established 
by the late Rabbi Joseph Kon 
vitz and Lev Tov, a congrega- 
tion established originally about 
40 years ago on Broome St. near 
Spruce St. 
Another Merger 

When Brisk D'Lito amalga- 
mated with these congregations, 
the synagogue became known as| 
Bri 


Beth Joseph Lev Tov.) 
Nearly three years ago, the con- 
we p gregation merged with Tifereth 
TORIS THER Israel Synagogue located for 
Q myy 7" | Samuel Stein, president of the|many years on Belmont Ave., be- 
JEA T13? 5) eongregalion also announced that|tween Waverly Ave, and Rose 
a building committee would start |St. Its spiritual Jeader was the 
immediately to select a feasible flate Rabbi Elias Singer. It was 
site in the Weequahic area for|alter this latter merger that 
a new building, Under the terms|Brisk Beth Joseph Lev Tov be- 
of the sale, Kehillath Israel will}eame known as Kehillath Israel, 
vacate the present location when| During the 16 years that Kehil 
a new synagogue is completed. |lath Israel has worshipped in its 
The building committee will be|present edifice, Rabbi Louis 
headed by Louis J. Herr as hon-|Weller has served as  spirituar 
SAM STEIN orary chairman and former leeder. Prior to that he was for 
Sy y Councilman Jack M. Waldor as of years the rabbi of the 
chairman. Abe Stempler will former Congregation Anshe Is 
serve as vice-chairman of the|rael Ein Jacob of Mercer St. 
committee and Max Tannenbaum)! In the sale negotiations Kehil 
as treasurer, Other committee |lath Israel was represented by 
ars will include Rev. Mor-|Siein and Greenspan and Naroil, 
Frank Lesnik, Carl)attorney, Zion “Hill Baptist 
Albert Miller, Ben-|Church, a Negro congregation, 
jamin Tepper, Louis Bernstein |was represented by its pastor, 
Mrs. Fanny Mass and Mrs.|Rev. John R. Stanford, and Irv 
Clara Schwinder. Mrs, Schwindet ling Silver, attorney, 
is president of the Ladies Auxil- = 
jary of the congregation and Mrs 
Mass is former president 
Assisting Committee 
Assisting the committee wil! 
be Stein and other officers, Ben 
Berger, Arnold Greenspan, Jo 
seph Klugerman, Julius Silver 
man, Louis Fleshel, Philip Gold 
stein, Simon Horwitz and Aaron 
Naroll and Rabbi Louis Weller. 
The present Kehillath Isracl 
Congregation represents an 
amalgam of four different con- 
gregations and its original his- 
tory dates back more than a 
half-century, when the former 
Brisk D'Lito Congregation was 
established on Prince St., a few 
doors south of Spruce St 
In 1944, Brisk D'Lito sold its 
synagogue on Prince St, and took 
possession of the present edifice 
on Osborne Ter. Shortly there 
after, it amalgamated with the 
then Congregation Beth Joseph 
Lev Tov, itself the result of a 
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SECRETARY 


MERGED, SEPTEMBER 
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MOUNT SINAI SS 
CONGREGATION 


ount Sinai Congregation was established in 1959 in the Ivy Hill 

section of the city at the Ivy Hill Apartments, where, previously, 

Young Israel had opened a branch. Its first rabbi was Abraham 
Pelberg. Rabbi Samuel Bogomilsky has been the spiritual leader since 1964. 


Located in the basement of the Ivy Hill | X 
Apartments, it remains an active and unique ği 
congregation serving the Jewish population 
that resides in the Ivy Hill section of Newark. 
Of the 10,000 residents of Ivy Hill 
Apartments, approximately 1,000 are Russian- 
speaking, of which several hundred are Jewish. 


Bogomilsky, a member of the Chabad 
movement, saw Ivy Hill as an ideal home for 
the thousands of low-income Soviet Jewish 
emigres who began arriving in the United 
States in the 1970s. The Jewish Federation of 
MetroWest agreed with Bogomilsky and began 


RABBI BOGOMILSKY HAS BEEN WITH MoọounT SINAI 


. * CONGREGATION FOR 52 YEARS. BEFORE ARRIVING IN NEWARK, 
funneling Russian Jews to affordable and safe HE TRAVELED EXTENSIVELY IN OTHER COUNTRIES. RABBI 
Ivy Hill. The owners of the Ivy Hill even hired BOGOMILSKY IS WELL KNOWN AS A HALACHIC MASTER AND SITS 
` 0 0 . ON BEIT-DINS REGULARLY. HE IS THE AUTHOR OF NUMEROUS 
a special Russian Jewish renting agency to Hal ACHIC WORKS, AND IS CONSTANTLY IN DEMAND TO ANSWER 
attract Russian Jewish tenants. HALACHIC QUESTIONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD. 


The congregation has daily worship, Sabbath, 


High Holy Days, and holiday services. The 250 MT.VERNON PLACE 
congregation is home to Newark’s last Jewish 973-763-1005 


community. DAILY MORNING & EVENING SERVICES | 


YiewisH SENIOR CENTER 


MON-THUR 9:00AM-2:00PM 
973-372-355] -— 
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THE 
conerrzuzror SYNAGOGUES 


~- oF NEWARK 
Semctnbe Where we gathered and prayed, 
De ms | Og Paton Studied and celebrated 


Oheb Scholow, | 1ss6 


Fitti on Sen plentat 1060 in er lat 

Revert 2.9. PRINCE STREET SYNAGOGUE 
T ees its = RESTORED STAINED GLASS 
Trad we 9, Beals Siti red Rew Sen WINDOW WITH PASSAGES 


OUHEB:SHALOM WORSHIPPEDIN THIS BRICK SYNAGOGUE WITH A MoorisH REVIVAL 
FACADE ON THE BAST SIDE OF PRINCE STREET FROM 1884 To 1911. SUBSEQUENTLY, 
THE BUILDING HOUSED,ADAS IsRAEL/MISHNAYES AND METROPOLITAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH. NARROWLY SAVED FROM DEMOLITION IN THE EARLY 1990s, THE BUILDING 
NOW SERVES AS THE CENTERPIECE OF GREATER NEWARK CONSERVANCY’S URBAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER. PORTIONS OF THE BUILDING ARE NOW OPEN, AND THE 


REMAINDER ÎS PENDING RESTORATION. T the fall of 1860, disgruntled 


members of B’nai Jeshurun, which 

was beginning to adopt practices 
of Reform Judaism, decided to form a 
new traditional congregation named 
Oheb Shalom — Lovers of Peace. ET 

x < e Oheb’s second rabbi, Ferdinand 
Services were initially conducted Leopold oane (asthe arse abbr 
in rented space on the top floor of a to be appointed by the U.S. Army 

: . to serve as a regimental chaplain; 

Prince Street home between Springfield ie was wounded at Gettysburg, 
and South Orange Avenues. By 1864, akr ses were conducted 
the congregation built a frame exclusively in German until 1885. 
fae synagogue on the west side of Prince e Rabbi Bernard Glueck’s contract 


Senos: Asonestnvne Street a few doors from the home. ee ae 


ABRAHAM DEDICATED THE 


PRINCE STREET SYNAGOGUE IN Subsequent buildings include the blowing on Shabbat. 
1884. PHOTOS TAKEN IN 1918. . 
masonry Prince Street Synagogue, e Notable members have included: 


the High Street Synagogue, and its ons a aen 
7 (department store owners); Herman 


current house of worship dedicated Kussy (bank founder) Samuel 


in’ South Orange in 1958. Schwarz (chain drugstore pioneer); 
Abraham Lichtman (President of 


re a ede RSTONE: Beth Israel Hospital); and Judge 
UNE 5 
Leon Milmed. Actor Zach Braff 


AND ABRAHAM 


became Bar Mitzvah in the South 
Orange building. 


RABBI ISAAC SCHWARZ, THE A PHILADELPHIA LAWYER, Rassi Louis M. LEVITSKY 
FIRST RABBI OF B’NAI CHARLES I. HOFFMAN WENT TO EXPANDED THE ROLE OF 
JESHURUN, JOINED THE ENGLAND TO STUDY WITH RABBI WOMEN. HE BECAME 
BREAKAWAY GROUP IN 1860 SOLOMON SCHECHTER. WHEN A USA RABBINIC LEADER BY 
TO BECOME OHEB SHALOM’S SCHECHTER BECAME THE FIRST INITIATING BAT MITZVAH ON 
FIRST RABBI. MANY OF HIS CHANCELLOR OF THE JEWISH SHABBAT MORNING AND 
DESCENDANTS CONTINUE TO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY IN COUNTING WOMEN IN THE 
BELONG TO THE CONGREGATION. New YORK, HOFFMAN JOINED MINYAN. 


ITS FIRST GRADUATING CLASS. 


IN PRIVATE LIFE, RABBI A E cela 2 


SCHWARZ SOLD HIS KOSHER In 1913, RABBI HOFFMAN $ Sais c.1895 PHOTO OF 
OHEB SHALOM CHARTER — ii 
SLAUGHTERHOUSE TO WORKED CLOSELY WITH RABBI nes : a PRINCE STREET SYNAGOGUE 
7 5 SEPTEMBER 1860 
CHICAGO’s SwIFT & Co., SCHECHTER TO FOUND THE 
WHICH LED TO NEWARK’S CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT’S 
GROWTH IN MEAT PROCESSING ASSOCIATION OF CONGREGATIONS. 


AND LEATHER TANNING. S = 
—EEEE aS ; Sf Se 4 
5 A i m pa Ea ' 


Dan | a 


= Cnniversary Services } As PRINCE STREET "4A 
f n | |AETER HIGH STREET SABBATH MORNING, JAN. 26: 1958 BECAME MORE 
BRING CONFIRMATION ar 9130 odoi COMMERCIAL, OHEB 
MARRIED GLASS — JUNE At che Oheb Shalom Synagoguë Pe T 
AT THE 1954: CECILIA HIGH STREET IN 1911 


HIGH STREET i UNTERMAN, AND REMAINED THERE 


Tat 
BUILDING IN | EINDA Sa uNTIL 1958. 
1953, BRIDE ZIMMERMAN FUTURE PRESIDENT 
PAULA BLUM WILLNER, Wooprow WILSON 
DANCES Myra KAUL, SPOKE AT THE 
WITH RABBI Mrna:Levy, F DEDICATION 
LEVITSKY. CAROL GROSSMAN. OF THIS CLASSICAL $ 
SHE LINDA Is A REVIVAL STRUCTURE. 
RECENTLY CURRENT MEMBER ord, Sige So THE BUILDING IS NOW 
CELEBRATED OF OHEB SHALOM. ates HOME TO WELLS 4 
HER 9OTH CATHEDRAL CHURCH, A Ñ 
BIRTHDAY. SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY SERVICE AT HIGH STREET BUILDIN PENTECOSTAL 


CONGREGATION. 


HERMAN L. KAHAN was 
THE RABBI AT TORATH 
CHAIM JEWISH CENTER 
FOR NEARLY 40 YEARS. 


Born IN PALESTINE, HE CAME 
TO THE UNITED STATES IN 
1919. HE WAS A DESCENDANT 
OF A LONG LINE OF RABBIS AND 
GAVE HIS FATHER’S EULOGY AT 
THE AGE OF 14. AFTER 
STUDYING AT HEBRON YESHIVA 
IN JERUSALEM, HE WAS 
ORDAINED. HE CONTINUED HIS 
EDUCATION AT YESHIVA 
University IN NYC. 


RABBI KAHAN WAS A MEMBER 
OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH 
CONGRESS, THE RABBINICAL 
COUNCIL OF AMERICA, B’NAI 
B'RITH, B’NAr ZION, THE ODD 
FELLOWS, THE MASONIC 
ORDER, AND PRESIDENT OF 
THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND, 
NEWARK COUNCIL. 


HE WAS MARRIED TO 

FAV KAHAN AND THEY 
HAD TWO SONS. HE PASSED 
AWAY AT AGE 72 IN 1972. 


THE 
SYNAGOGUES 
OF NEWARK 
Where we gathered andprayed, 
studied and.celebrated 


TORATH CHAIM 
JEWISH CENTER 


RABBI GEDALIAH 
CONVISSOR WAS 
EDUCATIONAL 
DiREcTOR 


orath Chaim was originally founded as Machzikei Hayhaduth (Preservers 

of Judaism), the first Chasidic congregation in the city, in 1915 by Rabbi 

Chaim Kahan on 204 Broome Street. It then moved to 134 Charlton Street 
until 1927 when a new synagogue was built at 219 Schley Street in 1925. 


Chaim Kahan passed 
away in 1920 and his 
son, Herman, became 
the rabbi in 1929. The 
synagogue, more 
informally known as 

the “Schley Street Shul,” 
was renamed Torath 
Chaim after its founding 
rabbi, Chaim Kahan. 


membership of 500 families, 
a religious school of 200 
pupils, and a Sunday School 
for 50 girls. Torath Chaim 
maintained two cemeteries, 
one in Newark and the 
other in Woodbridge. It 
also created an endowment 
fund for “the benefit of 
needy members and to 

aid children in obtaining 
religious education.” 

In 1953, a new Jewish 
Community and 
Educational Center, with 

a seating capacity of 750, 
was built adjacent to the 
synagogue. 


Rabbi Herman Kahan 
served the congregation 

as its spiritual leader until 
it closed in 1969. Rabbi 
Gedaliah Convissor was the 
Educational Director for 
many years. The synagogue 


building was purchased by 
the state and demolished for 
the construction of Route 
78. The congregation merged 
with Sinai Congregation on 
Maple Avenue in Hillside 
and became Sinai-Iorath 
Chaim. The memorial 
plaques and memorial 
stained glass windows are 
located there. Today, the 
synagogue is used as a 
Yeshiva. 


In 1939, a remodeled 

and enlarged synagogue 
was dedicated. By 1944, 
the synagogue had a 


= 
MARK STEIN, THE LAST OF 1,500 
YOUNG MEN TO HAVE A BAR-MITZVAH 
AT TORATH CHAIM JEWISH CENTER 


JEWISH CENTER 
a TO 


B MINNIE ABRAHAM 
| PORTNOFF. 


ai Our Building Contracto } rr 


ie 


OAL Wea 


= lik awe 


NEIEN O A 


OUNG IS 


THE 
SYNAGOGUES 
OF NEWARK 
Where we gathered and prayed, 
studied and celebrated 


OF NEWARK 


Lo WN bE UA PIC AVE NEUE 


100 CHANCELLOR AVENUE 


oung Israel of Newark was 
established as an orthodox 
congregation in 1926. 
Congregation Ahavas Israel Anshe 
Linitz, from 217 Avon Avenue, 


founded in the early 1900s, joined with Young Teele in 1965. 


Young Israel eventually 
became one of the largest 
Orthodox synagogues in the 
state with a membership of 
more than 400 families. 


After a number of 
temporary sites, Young 
Israel dedicated its new 
synagogue at Weequahic 
and Maple Avenues in 1942, 
where it remained for 26 


years. The religious school 
moved into a new building 
in 1953 at 200 Lyons at the 
corner of Maple Avenue, 
adjacent to the synagogue. 
Rabbis included Harry 
Jacobs (1926), Sidney 
Schulman (1942) and 

Zev segal (1945). 


In 1968, Young Israel was 
purchased by the Newark 


| TUS AES 


Public Schools and became 
an annex for Maple Avenue 
School. The congregation 
moved to 100 Chancellor 
Avenue where it leased 
space from Kehilath Israel 
for the next two years. It 
then moved to Maplewood 
and South Orange. What 
was known as Young Israel 
of Newark is no longer an 
active congregation today.. 
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CORNERSTONE OF 
YOUNG IsRAEL 
BUILDING SYNAGOGUE 


A MEMORIAL PLAQUE FOR 
CONGREGATIONS YOUNG ISRAEL 
AND ANSHE LINETZ LOCATED AT 
THE JOSEPH KUSHNER HEBREW 
ACADEMY IN LIVINGSTON. 


For A PERIOD OF 27 
YEARS, FROM 1945 to 
1972, RABBI ZEV SEGAL 
WAS THE SPIRITUAL 
LEADER OF YOUNG ISRAEL 
IN Newark. HE wAs 


ACTIVE IN RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL EDUCATION, 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS IN 
Essex COUNTY, AND WAS 
ONE OF THE DIRECTORS OF 
THE HEBREW YOUTH 
ACADEMY, WHICH 
RELOCATED AT YOUNG 
ISRAEL IN THE ’608, FROM 
1968 to 1971, RABBI 
SEGAL WAS THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE 
RABBINICAL COUNCIL OF 
AMERICA. HE WAS ALSO A 
CONFIDANTE OF THE 
REBBE, RABBI MENACHEM 
MENDEL SCHNEERSON, OF 
THE CHABAD~LUBAVITCH 
MOVEMENT. RABBI SEGAL 
WAS MARRIED TO ESTHER 
SEGAL AND THEY HAD SIX 
CHILDREN. HE PASSED 
AWAY IN 2008 AT AGE 91. 


